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Q & A with David Gayda
Interviewed by Hannah Boyce
Can you introduce yourself
and tell us something about
where you are located and
what you are doing?

What sparked your interest
in becoming an artist?

		When I joined the fire brigade,
I stopped painting the past and
started to paint what I was
experiencing in the present.
Watching fire was fascinating for
me and I started to experience
situations which gave me a tiny
insight into the trauma my father
had witnessed on a far greater
scale. For several years I painted
fire scenes and tried to master the
shapes and colour of flame and
smoke and sometimes the resulting
misfortune of people. I realised that
what I was seeing in the flames was
the same as what I was experiencing
in the ocean, but different colours.
I had inherited the love of water
from my father and had also used
it to balance out my life in the fire
brigade, surfing and windsurfing
all over the British Isles at every
opportunity I had and I suppose
it was inevitable I would end up
concentrating on painting water.
		My children also followed in
my passion for the ocean, Aleksy
becoming a big wave surfer
and Megan a big wave water
photographer.

How has your style and
technique of painting
evolved over the years?

		I dabbled with water colours
but have always been drawn to
oils, which are perfect for my

Where can we see your
paintings exhibited?

		I have sold my paintings for over
30 years, all over the British Isles
and abroad, but to be honest I am
not very good at selling my work
but sell or not I will always paint.
At present my only galleries are
Ferini Art Gallery in Pakefield and
Lowestoft Art Centre and to both I
am very grateful.

David Gayda Ocean Barrel - oil - £295
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		Painting and drawing have
always seemed to be part of my life
from as far back as I can remember.
I didn’t have the easiest of up
bringing’s and I think it was a way
of making sense of the influences
around me and venting some
emotions.
		My father was a Polish refugee
who came to England at the end
of the second world war, following
five years in Oflag prisoner of
war camps and then two years in
displaced persons camps.
		I painted strange pictures of war
from a very young age, but often
including water in some form or
another. I believe this may have
come from seeing my father most at
ease when being close to the sea or a
lake or river.
		Another spark that set me on my
life of painting came from winning
a Scalextric set in a Kellogg’s
cornflake painting competition

Your paintings feature
powerful snapshots of the
sea, what is the context
behind these? And what
started your fascination with
the ocean?

subject matter and how I like to
paint. When I very roughly paint
the shapes and colours of waves,
skies, rocks and sand, over a blank
canvas, I am always amazed how
the process of adding the following
layers, slowly brings the painting to
life. Everything in nature is made up
of a series of layers and for me that
is the way I like to paint and oils is
the perfect medium.
		I have spent much of my free
time in or around the coastal waters
of the British Isles over the last 40
years, taking photos and sometimes
sketching but mainly just absorbing
the experience in whatever weather
it has to offer, autumn and winter
are my favourite months. I often
start my work from a photo but
nearly always find myself venturing
off into my own experiences on
each consecutive layer I paint.
		Although painting from my
studio at home, at some points in
the process I can almost feel I am
catching that wave or walking that
stormy beach. Many times I have
been told or thought I should, paint
from real life, but for me real life is
the surfing, climbing or walking and
absorbing the experience. Probably
for this reason it is impossible for
me not to want to paint what I have
experienced.

David Gayda Beach Walking - oil - £355

		My name is David Gayda,
married to Jayne with two children
Aleksy and Megan. I was born
in 1961 in Sutton, Surrey but
have spent most of my life in East
London and Essex, currently living
on Canvey Island, overlooking the
Estuary of the River Thames.
		I was a firefighter in the London
Fire Brigade for 30 years based in
Hackney and Tower Hamlets. Since
retiring I have worked part time,
mainly outdoor maintenance and
more recently for the Environment
Agency collecting river data.

when I was very young. I was living
with my mum at the time and there
was no way we could have afforded
to buy one.
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From Highrise
To Seashores
John Stone
Artist

A

John Stone Grey Door acrylic - £490
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s a child growing up in the 1960’s and 70’s, life
was different to the experiences of children
today. Being the eldest, I had to entertain
myself, and I soon discovered a love for art.
		I was encouraged to paint and draw by my grandparents
who would supply the necessary equipment for my new
interest.I passed my A level art, and then had an invitation
to join the UEA, but decided to carry on working.
Living in south Essex, life was much different to the East
Anglian way of life that I have come to know and love.
As a child, I’d be taken to Southend On Sea, and I’d delight
in the explosion of the different sights and sounds of the
coast, which I never forgot and have loved always.
		Having moved to this part of the country, the exciting
landscapes of Suffolk and Norfolk opened up new areas of
interest for me, which I then wanted to portray in my own
graphic style.
		As I love good quality street art with its bold use of
colour and line, I decided to combine these two aspects
within my new work.
Bold colour and line, combined with a simplified design
is my way of portraying life as I see it.
I’m not trying to depict a scene in precise detail as I used to
in my previous art in Essex.
Whether it’s a seagull effortlessly gliding along the
coastline, or a support vessel moving along the horizon, I
want to portray it in my own art style.
		There is always huge amounts of subject matter, I
sometimes feel like a child in the sweetshop with so much
choice. As a relatively newcomer to Suffolk and Norfolk,
I’m still discovering the true beauty within these gorgeous
counties.
From the huge magnificent skies seen in this part of the
country, to the wonderful untamed beaches along their
coastline, I know that my new life here in East Anglia will
unfold many more delights over the years ahead for me.
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T

he mural draws inspiration
from Pakefield beach
with its undulating dunes
punctuated with Marram grass.
A popular place for sea gulls
to rest and their noisy chatter
can be heard against the sea
breezes that create spectacular
skies.

The only real difference between doing
large scale artworks for the theatre and
outdoor murals is the paint has to be
water-proof for the outdoors!
		For detailed murals the original sketch
is divided into squares and the same
number of enlarged squares is mapped
out onto the wall, then it is just a case of
painting each square with reference to the
original artwork.
Having worked for TV and theatre
		One of the nicer aspects of mural
projects, creating back drops for dance
painting is usually having more time to
shows and also exhibition events, painting complete the picture. Working for TV and
murals on a large scale is not a daunting
the theatre you are usually up against a
project! Usually each artwork is based
tight time schedule, so working quickly
on a preliminary sketch, which is used
becomes normal practice.
to establish a basic composition for the
mural. Backgrounds are either brushed or
spray painted and the same technique is
Nigel Colebrook
used to build the detail into the picture.
Artist

centre of

attention

Mural at Ferini
Art Gallery
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We have a new painting on display at Ferini Art
Gallery. But it’s not for sale and it isn’t framed
and mounted on to a gallery wall. It’s a mural,
painted directly onto the wall behind the gallery
by artist Nigel Colebrook. The next time you visit
the gallery look for the new alfresco artwork on
the gallery garden wall.

Whilst visiting the gallery, for the annual postcard auction, Lillian Thiel a keen
artist herself, discovered this fabulous mural. Lillian could not resist sitting
amongst the gulls and dunes. Sending the snap home to family, who thought
she was on the beach itself. A picture of permanent sunshine in Pakefield.

9

M

y name is Tracey, the creator
of Indigo Artwork. The name
‘Indigo’ was inspired by a
holiday I had in the British Virgin
Islands, staying at a beach house
in Tortola called Indigo House. The
beach was so lovely and the colours
of the sea were beautiful.
For many years I have been lucky enough
to live on the east coast of England by the sea.
I’ve always loved walking along the beach and
looking out to sea, collecting sea glass and
pebbles as I go. l often use Suffolk sand in
many of my pieces, along with sea glass and
drift wood found on local beaches.
		The sound of the waves crashing has a
calming effect on me and helps clear my head.
So I have brought that love in to my art, with
the aim of creating pieces that bring a bit of
calm to any home.
		I have always been creative and artistic,
working with various mediums in the past.
I fancied a new challenge of learning about
resin during the first lockdown. Studying and
buying everything I needed and experimenting
with it. I learnt a lot about the way resin moves
and how to control it. This new interest helped
me through the pandemic.
The first year was a real challenge, there’s
a lot to learn about technique, including the
importance of humidity and temperature
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control. There was also the safety aspect, with
the correct use of a face mask, gloves and
ventilation requirements. It also involved gaining
proficiency in the use of a blow torch and heat
gun. This was by no means the easiest medium
to work with. Patience was the hardest part
as this is not a creative art that can be hurried.
For example, the curing time required between
coats alone drove me to distraction at first.
When all is said and done however, the end
result makes it all so worthwhile.
		After a good while I started selling a few
pieces. Since then I have grown and my art
portfolio now includes resin wall art, sea glass
and pebble pictures and I have now ventured
into making unique resin jewellery. I have also
made some beautiful commissioned pieces,
where a customer will supply the sand, pebbles
and sea glass from their favourite holiday
destinations too. I love that I can help capture
that memory with my art.
		I have a small but wonderful studio in my
garden which I love, fully equipped with all
I need so I can create to my hearts content.
Thanks to my husband for his hard work and
continued support. It’s been a fun journey so far
and long may it continue.

Tracey Soans
Artist

Indigo
Artwork

11

‘Ferini Art Gallery’
In aid of

A Poem by

Hugh Lake
Poet

An Edifice on a corner where a Road meets a Street
For Painters and Potters and writers of rhyme
Built for Beatsters* to weave their arts

T

he evening was a buzz with bidders both
online and in the room. Bucks fizz was
sipped and cheese was nibbled in the
auction room hosted at the Hotel Victoria.
Nick from Durrants Auctioneers was with trusty
gavel in hand keeping the bidders paddles raised
throughout the evening. The auction was successful in
raising just over £2,000 from 105 mini works of art for
Lowestoft Museum.
		We will be celebrating 10 years in 2023 - so lets’
make it the best yet. If you are an artist or if you know
any please pass on details to them about it. We give
out the packs in February when we should know who
we are raising the money for.			
		You never know we may have some celebrities this
time. Watch out for details in the next issue of Artistry
(New Year 2023).

The
Review

Then Caskets for neighbours at the end of their time
The pungence of pitch, the musk of Oak
Past odours that enveloped the nose
Now only the scent of a discovery
Of a talent that nobody knows
A painting in oils, a sculpture, a brooch
Watercolours of water close by
Postcards from Pakefield for Causes
Rewards for the discerning eye
What would the weavers of nets have thought
Of what this place has now become
An elegant oasis of abilities
A lifting from life’s humdrum.
(*Beatsters are net repairers)

A Poem from “The Grit”
Published by Hughlakesomewherein
and availble at Ferini Art Gallery £4.00
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Clay
Creations

Easterly Artists T
- Winter 2022

hey’re back! Following the success
of their inaugural Winter exhibition
in 2021 at the UK’s most easterly
gallery, Easterly Artists return to Ferini this
November with the second in the series,
titled ‘Art for All Seasons’.
		Last year saw 23 artists taking part, and this
year’s show promises to build on that success
with a fascinating display of work from some
of East Suffolk’s most inspiring artists across
a whole range of mediums – from painting to
porcelain, sculpture to ceramics, collagraphs to
collage… there’s something to suit every taste
and interest.
		So make a note of the following dates in
your diary:
Exhibition 4 November 18 December, then 30 December 8 January 2023

Harvey Bradley
Potter

I
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s messing around with clay still fun...?
Exploring its plasticity intrigued early
mankind. Their models and figurines
can still be seen in museums around the
world. As can the earliest pottery bowls
and dishes used for storage and cooking.
		These days some people rely almost entirely
on industrially machine produced crockery and
decorative items. However, there are hundreds
of artists and potters in East Anglia who
still delight in getting their hands into clay;
weaving their own forms of clay magic. Twenty
three such enthusiasts are contributing to the
Ferini Art Gallery’s October exhibition ‘Clay
Creations’. This display highlights a wide variety
of techniques and approaches that make for an
intriguing and hopefully inspiring viewing.
		We thank Ferini Art Gallery and Anglian
Potters association for promoting this special
occasion and the members themselves for
featuring their versions of clay’s story. We hope
you will sense the enthusiasm that drives their
creativity and spot the individuality they bring
to their unique ‘styles’.
		And remember, everything is for sale providing an attractive chance for you to share
in the continuity of this ancient craft.
Exhibition: 30th September 30th October.

S

uffolk Open Studios is an organisation
that brings together artists from all
over the county to showcase their work
in their annual open studios event in June
each year and also to take part in exhibitions
throughout the year.
		We are excited to partner with Ferini Art
Gallery this September to give our members a
chance to exhibit their varied work in different
media at this stunning art gallery by the sea.
Over 30 of our members are exhibiting on the
top floor of the gallery for 4 weekends. From
seascapes to glasswork, abstract art to still life,
come and see the talent that Suffolk has to offer.
Exhibition: 2nd - 25th September

Suffolk Open
Studios Autumn Show
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We believe that we have the largest
selection of Lowestoft scenes in any
gallery in the area.

If you are looking
for a likeness of
Lowestoft -

C

Lowestoft Harbour: oil - Nigel Colebrook
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Lowestoft #1: acrylic - John Stone

South Beach, Lowestoft: watercolour - Andrew Pitt

We’ve got some!

£8
A3 £12
A4
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